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I stayed in Aachen, Germany for 4 months (from December 2013 to March 2014) and
did research in RWTH Aachen University, under Prof. Jun Okuda, with the aid of
MERIT course of the long-term overseas dispatch. This winter in Germany was
unusually warm (finally I have not seen snowing), which was so comfortable for me
that I did not have any trouble from being cold.

Prof. Okuda is an authority for organometallic-catalyzed chemical reactions, most of
which are air- and moisture- unstable. I thought it was very good opportunity to work
here, because my research field is also organometallics but I didn’t know how to treat
with such an unstable complexes. I also thought that this experience would make my

research field much broader.

During the stay, I approached two research projects. One was active and abundant
alkaline metal complex and it-catalyzed reactions, and the other was the isolation of
iron complex, which may involve in iron-catalyzed C—H activation reactions. The latter
was the collaborative work with the laboratory in Japan. Professor kindly accepted this
work, and assigned one senior student to me. I could learn how to use the glove box, the
apparatus in which we can work in the inert gas atmosphere, and elaborated schlenk
techniques. I really thank to the senior student for the discussion and advise for my
projects, even for collaborative work that did not familiar with him.

Laboratory life in Germany was totally different from that of Japan. What we thought
as “common sense” is not the same there, and the opposite is also true. And also, I was
impressed that all students are very cleaver, and doing research independently. They
seem to think every time the meaning and whole image of their own research projects. I
don’t know this is due to the difference of the country, but al least it shocked me. From
that experience I tried to think “why this procedure is necessary? Why is it a common
sense?” or “Can I do this more effectively?” In other words, I stopped to recognize

research as routine work. I think this difference is crucial for “enjoying” research.



Here I’d like to show you the most impressive phrase, “Taking enough rest in the
evening and holiday, is necessary to keep the motivation for research.” This may the
matter of course for German researchers, but I thought I would not be able to say this
phrases because working too hard was good thing for me to get good results. And also I
think, this way of thinking is very important for all researchers if we will do research for

our own life work.

As for the daily life, I sometimes had troubles with the conversation, because almost
all members speak German as their native language, and it was difficult for me to join
the conversation with English. Some members kindly spoke to me in English so that I

can join chatting, therefore I could enjoy speaking without feeling lonely.

I really enjoyed the German Xmas market, in which beautiful decoration and gift shops
are everywhere in the town. German food was also very good, although there are less
vegetables, I tasted several kinds of sausages, breads, and hot wines. I traveled other
country in the weekend to learn the European culture. I felt that European people are
enjoying the daily life, unlike Japanese who are always busy and thinking about their

business. I thought I have to learn from them, and manage myself properly.

Finally, learned a lot during this four-month-stay. I would like to thank Prof.
Nakamura and Prof. Okuda for my research in Germany, and also thank MERIT for
giving me such a great opportunity and financial support. And I recommend my junior

students to have some experiences to go abroad.

(left) Xmas market in Aachen. (right) RWTH Aachen University.
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